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Lake Toxaway United Methodist Church 

Community Worship Service 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost, June 23rd 
 

9:30 A.M. Livestream is available on the LTUMC YouTube channel:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgtuJe20i8DN7S_Cfg1sWCg  

RINGING OF THE BELL – Please observe silence as we prepare for the service. 

PRELUDE 

Prelude on “Foundation”     Sam Batt Owens 

CALL TO WORSHIP (Please stand as you are able) 

L: In the midst of life’s storms, God is there. 

P: What have we to fear? 

L: In the darkness and terror, God is with us. 

P: Of whom shall we be afraid? 

L: Rise up, people of God, for you are loved and saved. 

P: Thanks be to God who cares deeply for us.  AMEN. 

HYMN # 181 
Ye Servants of God 

Located in the back of the bulletin - (Printed w/ permission) 

OPENING PRAYER (Please be seated) 

Holy God, we extol and honor you for who you are. 

We praise you for your faithfulness and for your tender mercies that are 
renewed every morning. 

We exalt you, Sovereign One, for every blessing of yesterday, the gift of this 
day, and the promises of our tomorrows. 

Grant us an enduring faith as we strive against oppression and despair. 

Endow us with contagious joy that uplifts the downtrodden and inspires hope 
in you. 

Increase in us the faith and courage of the prophets, the love of Jesus, and 
the wisdom of the Holy Spirit. 

In your majestic name we pray, Amen. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgtuJe20i8DN7S_Cfg1sWCg
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SCRIPTURE READINGS 

1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23), 32-49 

17:1a Now the Philistines gathered their armies for battle; they were gathered at Socoh, 
which belongs to Judah, and encamped between Socoh and Azekah, in Ephes-
dammim. 

17:4 And there came out from the camp of the Philistines a champion named Goliath, of 
Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span. 

17:5 He had a helmet of bronze on his head, and he was armed with a coat of mail; the 
weight of the coat was five thousand shekels of bronze. 

17:6 He had greaves of bronze on his legs and a javelin of bronze slung between his 
shoulders. 

17:7 The shaft of his spear was like a weaver's beam, and his spear's head weighed six 
hundred shekels of iron; and his shield-bearer went before him. 

17:8 He stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, "Why have you come out to draw up for 
battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not servants of Saul? Choose a man for 
yourselves, and let him come down to me. 

17:9 If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then we will be your servants; but if I prevail 
against him and kill him, then you shall be our servants and serve us." 

17:10 And the Philistine said, "Today I defy the ranks of Israel! Give me a man, that we may 
fight together." 

17:11 When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the Philistine, they were dismayed and 
greatly afraid. 

17:19 Now Saul, and they, and all the men of Israel, were in the valley of Elah, fighting with 
the Philistines. 

17:20 David rose early in the morning, left the sheep with a keeper, took the provisions, and 
went as Jesse had commanded him. He came to the encampment as the army was 
going forth to the battle line, shouting the war cry. 

17:21 Israel and the Philistines drew up for battle, army against army. 

17:22 David left the things in charge of the keeper of the baggage, ran to the ranks, and 
went and greeted his brothers. 

17:23 As he talked with them, the champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, came 
up out of the ranks of the Philistines, and spoke the same words as before. And David 
heard him. 

17:32 David said to Saul, "Let no one's heart fail because of him; your servant will go and 
fight with this Philistine." 

17:33 Saul said to David, "You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him; for 
you are just a boy, and he has been a warrior from his youth." 
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17:34 But David said to Saul, "Your servant used to keep sheep for his father; and whenever 
a lion or a bear came, and took a lamb from the flock, 

17:35 I went after it and struck it down, rescuing the lamb from its mouth; and if it turned 
against me, I would catch it by the jaw, strike it down, and kill it. 

17:36 Your servant has killed both lions and bears; and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be 
like one of them, since he has defied the armies of the living God." 

17:37 David said, "The LORD, who saved me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of 
the bear, will save me from the hand of this Philistine." So Saul said to David, "Go, 
and may the LORD be with you!" 

17:38 Saul clothed David with his armor; he put a bronze helmet on his head and clothed 
him with a coat of mail. 

17:39 David strapped Saul's sword over the armor, and he tried in vain to walk, for he was 
not used to them. Then David said to Saul, "I cannot walk with these; for I am not 
used to them." So David removed them. 

17:40 Then he took his staff in his hand, and chose five smooth stones from the wadi, and 
put them in his shepherd's bag, in the pouch; his sling was in his hand, and he drew 
near to the Philistine. 

17:41 The Philistine came on and drew near to David, with his shield-bearer in front of him. 

17:42 When the Philistine looked and saw David, he disdained him, for he was only a youth, 
ruddy and handsome in appearance. 

17:43 The Philistine said to David, "Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?" And the 
Philistine cursed David by his gods. 

17:44 The Philistine said to David, "Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of the 
air and to the wild animals of the field." 

17:45 But David said to the Philistine, "You come to me with sword and spear and javelin; 
but I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, 
whom you have defied. 

17:46 This very day the LORD will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you down and 
cut off your head; and I will give the dead bodies of the Philistine army this very day 
to the birds of the air and to the wild animals of the earth, so that all the earth may 
know that there is a God in Israel, 

17:47 and that all this assembly may know that the LORD does not save by sword and 
spear; for the battle is the Lord's and he will give you into our hand." 

17:48 When the Philistine drew nearer to meet David, David ran quickly toward the battle 
line to meet the Philistine. 

17:49 David put his hand in his bag, took out a stone, slung it, and struck the Philistine on 
his forehead; the stone sank into his forehead, and he fell face down on the ground. 
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Psalm 20 (Pg. 744 in the Hymnal - Psalter Lesson – Please read the bold text) 
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2 Corinthians 6:1-13 (Epistle Reading) 

6:1 As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. 

6:2 For he says, "At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I 
have helped you." See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 

6:3 We are putting no obstacle in anyone's way, so that no fault may be found with our 
ministry, 

6:4 but as servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great 
endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 

6:5 beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 

6:6 by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, 

6:7 truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right 
hand and for the left; 

6:8 in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and 
yet are true; 

6:9 as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see--we are alive; as punished, and 
yet not killed; 

6:10 as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, 
and yet possessing everything. 

6:11 We have spoken frankly to you Corinthians; our heart is wide open to you. 

6:12 There is no restriction in our affections, but only in yours. 

6:13 In return--I speak as to children--open wide your hearts also. 
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Mark 4:35-41 (Please stand for the Gospel as you are able) 

4:35 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, "Let us go across to the other 
side." 

4:36 And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. 
Other boats were with him. 

4:37 A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already 
being swamped. 

4:38 But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and said to him, 
"Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?" 

4:39 He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, "Peace! Be still!" Then the wind 
ceased, and there was a dead calm. 

4:40 He said to them, "Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?" 

4:41 And they were filled with great awe and said to one another, "Who then is this, that 
even the wind and the sea obey him?" 

L: This is the word of the Lord for the people of Christ. 

P: Thanks be to God.  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Please be seated) 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
(Let us offer our silent confessions.) 

Holy God, hear our prayer. There is pain and there is sorrow, there are broken 
relationships and broken hearts. Sometimes we are the cause of those things. 
We have caused pain. We have broken the relationship. Sometimes we are 
simply a part of them – we are the ones who suffer, we are the ones who are 
broken. So we ask for your forgiveness, and we ask for your healing. Beyond 
that, we ask that you would help us turn from our former selves to the persons 
you have created us to be, full of mercy and grace and love. Through Christ, who 
is our example, we pray. Amen. 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Fear not! God is with us, stilling the storms and raging fears in our lives. Place your 
trust in God always. AMEN. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God!  Amen! 

HOMILY 

BAPTISM  

Luke Norton is being baptized today.  His parents, Tacia & Martin Butz and 
Andrew, his brother also attend LTUMC. 
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STATEMENT OF FAITH #883 (Ecumenical)  
(Please stand as you are able) 
We are not alone, we live in God's world. 

We believe in God:  

who has created and is creating, 

who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, 

to reconcile and make new,  

who works in us and others by the Spirit. 

We trust in God.  

We are called to be the church: 

to celebrate God's presence,  

to love and serve others,  

to seek justice and resist evil, 

to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 

our judge and our hope. 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, 

God is with us.  

We are not alone. 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 

GLORIA PATRI (UMH #70) 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. Amen. 

HYMN #129 
Give to the Winds Thy Fears 

Located in the back of the bulletin - (Printed w/ permission) 

OFFERING 

https://www.wnccumc.org/online-donations-to-churches 

OFFERTORY 

Pastorale     Robert J. Powell 

DOXOLOGY #95 (Please stand as you are able) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise Him, all creatures here below 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 

  

https://www.wnccumc.org/online-donations-to-churches
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (Please continue standing) 
 

Lord of wind and water, of calmness and peace, be with us this day. Calm our 

fears as we face uncertain futures. Help us to relinquish control and to place 

our trust totally in you. Remind us to continue to faithfully work for good, 

with gratitude for the many blessings you have poured upon us. When the 

waves and torrents threaten us, let us again to turn to you, remembering 

your saving mercies and love. Give us courage to become disciples who can 

calm the seas of doubt and anger, bringing hope and peace. As we have 

brought before you situations that require help and healing mercies, remind 

us again that you are with each person and situation, offering your love and 

mercy. We thank you for the many ways in which you have healed us. For all 

the goodness you have poured on us, we offer prayers of gratitude and love, 

as we ask these things in Jesus’ Name.  AMEN. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS (Please be seated) 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE WITH THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN #529 (Please stand as you are able) 

How firm a Foundation 
Located in the back of the bulletin - (printed w/permission) 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE (Please be seated) 

We Have Heard the Joyful Sound     Robert J. Powell 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Flowers on the Altar  

The flowers today are given by Barbara and Doug Hill to the glory of God and in honor of their 
50th wedding anniversary and Leslie and Chip Brown’s 50th wedding anniversary on 
June 29th. 

Baptism of Luke Norton   

Please congratulate Luke Norton on his baptism.  Luke is a music education major at 
WCU.  He played the trumpet for us last Easter.  He was not aware of the blessing it would turn out 
to be.  He has grown so much in his faith and is excited to continue moving closer to God. 

Name Tags 

The new name tags were ordered and they are in the Minnich Conference room. 
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AA Meetings Starting Thursday Nights 

We are happy to announce there will be a weekly AA meeting staring June 20th at 4:45 PM in 
the Dice Hall. 

Bible Study  

The new Bible study with Don Henderson leading will start on Sunday, July 7th at 8:15 AM in the 
Minnich conference room.  If you signed up for the Bible Study please pick up your Bible 
Study Guide in the Minnich conference room. 

Prayer Ministry 

We have a new Prayer Ministry led by Jo Ditzel and Mandy Stahl.  They are meeting the 2nd 
and 4th Friday of each month from 9:30 AM to 1:00 PM at the church for anyone who 
wishes to join them in praying for the needs identified in our community and to send an 
occasional note to persons with a reminder Lake Toxaway UMC cares and prays for them. 

If you have a prayer request and cannot make it in person, please e-mail it to 
LTUMCPrayerRequests@gmail.com 

Parish Building Consecration & Open House – June 30th  

We will consecrate our new parish building on Sunday, June 30th 2:30-4:30 PM.  It will be open 
to the public and children are welcome. 

PRAYER CONCERNS OF THE COMMUNITY 

Please pray for those who have long-term illness, health concerns and special 
intentions. 

Please pray for those having or had a surgery and their recovery. 

Our heartfelt prayers for all who have experienced the recent passing of a loved one 

Please continue to pray for our student scholars, our local students, teachers and staff 
over the summer. 

STAFF & LAY VOLUNTEERS 

Pastor:  Marcus Dodson: 828-553-0282, marcus61dodson@gmail.com 
Organist:  Charlie Steele: cwsorgan@comporium.net  
Church Administrator: Saunders Grommesh, 469-569-2314, administrator@laketoxawayumc.org 
Lay Leader: Paula Markert: 828-553-9434 and Scott Walter: 314-374-2969 
Audio/Visual for Livestream Chair: Joe Haraschak 813-918-1916 
Liturgist: Scott Walter 

Hymns are located on the next few pages and used with permission via One License #737113-A   

mailto:marcus61dodson@gmail.com
mailto:cwsorgan@comporium.net
mailto:administrator@laketoxawayumc.org


10 
 

  



11 
 

  



12 
 

 

 


